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of Valdostaof Valdosta  

Rotary District 6920    -    Club 4220   -    Established 1919 

“A 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club” 

Service Above Self 
 

Rotary Projects & Activities 

   The Rotary Club of Valdosta was organized in March 
1919 and chartered in June of that year. Since then, it 
has upheld Rotary International’s motto, “Service Above 
Self”.  Rotarians are always willing to lend a hand, wheth-
er it is picking up a hammer to build a house for Habitat 
for Humanity, ringing the bell at the Red Kettles for the 

Salvation Army, or helping to eradicate polio worldwide. Club mem-
bers are proud to serve in community and international projects. 
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       New Generations 

INTERACT  

Interact is the high school version of 
Rotary.    Students ages 14-18 are 
able to participate. Each Interact 
Club is sponsored by a  Rotary 
Club. Our club sponsors Interact 
Clubs at Georgia Christian School, 
Lowndes High School, Valdosta 
High School, and Valwood. 

 
ROTARACT  

Rotaract is the college   
version of Rotary.     
Our club sponsors the 
Rotaract club of       
Valdosta State University.        
The VSU faculty advisor is     
John Gaston. 
 
 

SPEECH CONTEST  

The High School Speech Contest is 
a District 6920 sponsored contest to 
introduce students in our District to 
the concepts and workings of    
Rotary. These students  compete in 
a contest in the local clubs, and the 
top two contestants from each club 
advance to the Zone competition. The winner from the Zone will 
present his or her speech at the District Conference and receive 
a check for $1,250. 

 

GEORGIA ROTARY STUDENT PROGRAM [GRSP]  

Our club helps sponsor a foreign student to 
attend VSU for one year. A family from our club 
helps host the student during his or her stay in 
Valdosta. 
 
WILL WATT  

Rotarians who have made a cumulative      
contribution of $1000 to GRSP are  designated 
Will Watt Fellows. 

 

International Service 

INTERNATIONAL PROJECT  

Our Club, in conjunction with  Rotary clubs in another countries, spon-
sors a community project in that country.  The Rotary Club of Valdosta 
has participated in a number of international projects, such as: earth-
quake relief in Haiti and Chile, and providing water filtration units for 
households in Rancho Dolores, Belize River Valley, Belize. 

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE  

Each year our District pairs with a district in another country to     
exchange Rotary-led teams of young professionals who are not   
Rotarians. 
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MEMBERSHIP  

Members are encouraged to help attract new members to the 
club. 
 
ORIENTATION  

New members are made familiar with the purpose and expecta-
tions of Rotary before induction. 
 
FOUNDATION  

Members work together to fund the goals of Rotary. 
 
 
PAUL HARRIS FELLOW  

Rotarians who have made a cumulative contribution 
of $1,000 are designated Paul Harris Fellows.  Our 
club has achieved the status of a 100% Paul Harris 
Fellow Club. 
 
 

EVERY ROTARIAN EVERY YEAR [EREY]  

A project to get every member to donate $100 a 
year to the    Foundation. With that donation one 
becomes a sustaining member and takes part in 
fueling the economic engine of Rotary. 
 

HAPPY DOLLARS / GUEST SPEAKER  

Money raised from members wanting to make 
announcements at club meetings. The money 
is used to buy books in honor of our guest 
speakers, and the books are placed in our 
local library. 
 

 

COINS FOR ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH TRUST [CART]  

On the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
CART containers are passed around the 
tables. The money collected is sent to the 
Trust which distributes funds to selected 
research institutions.  100% of the money 
goes towards research for a cure. 
 

IMAGINATION LIBRARY  

The Rotary clubs of Valdosta, Valdosta 
North, and Valdosta Sunrise are working 
with the Ferst Foundation and the Dolly 
Parton Foundation to raise money for 
books for pre-school children in Lowndes 
County.  Children enrolled in the program 
receive an Imagination Library book - 
from The Little Engine that Could to Look 
Out Kindergarten, Here I Come - each 
month until age five. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS IN EDUCATION [CPIE] - Our club is 
partnered with Valdosta’s and Lowndes County’s only Title I 
public schools to provide educational Assistance. 
 

PAUSE TO PASS / SCHOOL LIBRARIES  

Cups are passed at each table every week. The money raised 
is donated to the libraries at J.L. Lomax and Pine Grove   
Elementary Schools, our CPIE schools. 

 

MAGAZINES FOR STUDENTS  

Magazines are brought to the meeting on the first Wednesday 
of every month. They are collected as members walk in and 
taken to J.L. Lomax School for children to read. 

 

READING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM   

Members of our club go to J.L. Lomax to help teachers with  
under-privileged children. Activities include helping with    
reading, math, and general mentoring. 

 

RING THE BELL  

Our club volunteers to ring the bell for the Salvation Army for one 
day during the Christmas season.  Members sign up to ring the 
bell for one hour on the designated day. 
 

HIGHWAY CLEAN UP  

Our Club participates in the Adopt-A-
Highway program.  Our mile is on US 84, 
just east of the intersection with Inner 
Perimeter Road. 
 

TRAVELERS ASSISTANCE  

Club members help people involved in 
accidents while traveling through Valdosta 
get back on the road. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION DINNER [LEAD]  

The dinner has two objectives: to recognize and honor the officers of 
the year; and    to build the Rotary Law Enforcement Fund, which can 
be used to assist officers and their families in times of special need. 
 
VOCATIONAL AWARDS  

Our club recognizes persons within our community that have demon-
strated outstanding vocational and occupational service.  Nominations 
are submitted by our members, and the award is presented to the 
winner during a club meeting. 
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Rotary has five avenues of service: Club     
Service, Vocational Service, Community 
Service, New Generations, and International 
Service. The following is a list of club activities.  
Every member is expected to be active in one or 
more of these projects. 

       Club Service 

POLIO PLUS  

A program that has helped eradicate polio 
throughout most of the world.  With the help of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, Rotary is in the final push to eliminate it in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria. 
 

MEETINGS  

Members coordinate weekly greeters, song leaders, invocation, and 
Sunshine Report. 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS INTERN PROGRAM 

Top Valdosta State University public relations students compete for the   
opportunity to assist the club with its PR activities.  They work with a 
club member to disseminate news about the impact of Rotary within the 
club and district and in the community.  For this, each is awarded a 
stipend. 
 

BULLETIN  

The weekly Rota-Reel gives information about programs, activities, 
members, and events. 
 

WEBMASTER  
Our website www.valdostarotary.org is a gateway to Rotary for    
Rotarians and non-Rotarians alike. 

Vocational Service 

    
 

  

 

Community Service 


