Club Updates

Last Week July 22, 2009

Rev. Jerry Long welcomed our guests for the day
and presented our Sunshine Report.

Immediate past-president Carl Cates recognized
our most recent Paul Harris Fellow, Rotarian
Randy Cox, and introduced our speaker for the
day at last Wednesdays meeting
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Dale Lyles was our guest speaker. Lyles
updated the club on the 2009 Governor’s Hon-
ors Program being held at Valdosta State Uni-
versity. GHP is a six-week summer instructional
program designed to provide intellectually
gifted and artistically talented high school
students challenging and enriching educational
opportunities not usually available during the
regular school year.

Last Week’s Attendance & Donations

July 22, 2009

% Attendance: 50 of 100 members
Literacy Fund: $36.48

Happy Dollars: $10.00

ROTARY SHARES

Membership Commitment

Reach One, Keep One

The RI Board of Directors adopted a new membership slogan, "Each
Rotarian: Reach One, Keep One," at its June meeting.

The slogan emphasizes the need for Rotarians to focus on both recruitment
and retention in their membership growth efforts.

"Membership development is each Rotarian's responsibility," said Paul
Netzel, a member of RI's Membership Development and Retention Committee
and a past Rl director.

"Reach One' reminds us that because Rotary membership is by invitation,
it's essential that each Rotarian reaches out and invites someone to join,"
added Netzel, a member of the Rotary Club of Los Angeles.

"Keep One' reminds us that it's not sufficient to simply sponsor someone into
Rotary; we must also see that new members become active and involved
Rotarians. We know this is an essential element in membership retention."

The new slogan complements the Board's long-term membership strategy,
which was also adopted at the June meeting.

Identifying Qualified Prospective Members

Careful selection of active members will increase our club’s retention rate
and reinforce positive attitudes toward new member induction. Qualified
potential members are either

e  Currently working in professional, proprietary, executive, or managerial
positions or retired from such positions; or

e Community leaders who have demonstrated a commitment to service
through personal involvement in community affairs; or

e Rotary Foundation alumni, as defined by the RI Board.

They must also

e Be able to meet the club’s weekly attendance and community project
participation requirements
e Live or work within the club’s area

e Fitinto a classification that is not overrepresented in our club (exception:
Rotary Foundation alumni)

The two types of Rotary club membership are active and honorary. For re-
cruitment purposes, seek active members who fulfill the criteria listed above.

In his August 2009 message, Rl President John Kenny talks about the importance of

bringing in new members who share core values with other Rotarians in the club and
who can make the club stronger.

My fellow Rotarians:

| have always thought it important to bear in mind that Rotary is a volun-
tary organization, composed of people who are all themselves leaders.
When addressing such an audience, | have never thought it fitting to exhort
or demand. Every Rotary club is and must be autonomous: The leadership
of Rotary International exists not to control, but to motivate and guide.

And so when we in Rotary speak about the importance of membership, |
believe it of the utmost importance to bear in mind that the primary experi-
ence of Rotary, for the overwhelming majority of Rotarians, is of the club: of
club meetings, club projects, and fellow club members.

When Paul Harris began the first Rotary club 104 years ago, he did not
initially think of service. Instead, he had in mind a place where people of
good character, intelligence, and morals could enjoy each other’s fellow-
ship and friendship. The service came later, as a natural outgrowth of the
gathering of such people.

Every good Rotarian, every member who shares our core values, will
make a club that much stronger, and that much more attractive for others
to join. Unfortunately, it is also the case that bringing in the wrong person
can have the opposite effect. Rotarians are and must be people of a certain
caliber — people with the capacity to do great deeds, the sense to do them
wisely, and the strength of character to do them honestly and well.

In the end, | believe that the best way to bring new members into Rotary
is the way it has been done for generations: One member invites a care-
fully chosen friend, client, or colleague to a meeting and, if the match is a
good one, proposes that individual for membership. This is the way that our
clubs remain harmonious; it is the way that new clubs become old clubs,
and new members become Rotarians for life.

The membership challenges that we face today are considerable, and in
many ways new. There is no denying the difficulties posed by the current
global financial situation. But in the words of Henry Ford, “If money is your
hope for independence you will never have it. The only real security that a
man will have in this world is a reserve of knowledge, experience, and abil-
ity.” And as long as we all do our jobs well, and bring in new members
carefully, this is a security we in Rotary will never lack.

John Kenny
President, Rotary International


http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/RotaryLeadership/RIPresident/Pages/Messages.aspx

Upcoming Programs/Meetings

e August 5 The Guardian Bank Business Plan - Speakers
will be Parrish Clark of the bank and Robbin Miller, the winner
of this year’s competition.

e August 12 Keep Lowndes Valdosta Beautiful.

Aaron

Strickland will be presenting.

e August 19 Parks & Rec Authority. Gary Moser, Russ
Mast, Eric Hahn will present the program.

Check us out on the web!
www.valdostarotary.org

Upcoming Greeter Schedule

Date Greeter 1 Greeter 2
July 29 Ed Willis Ryan Williams
August 5 Clint Wills Rich Yokeley

August 12 Joyce Aigen Sam Allen
August 19 Cobb Atkinson Ronald Moore

The Four Way Test

of the things we think, say, or do:

1. Isitthe TRUTH?

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Nashville Tues. Noon,
Cadillac Ranch

Madison, Fla. Wed. Noon,
E & J’s Restaurant

Valdosta North Tues. 12:30 p.m.,

Conference Center

Area Meetings

Tifton Tues & Wed. Noon,
Holiday Inn

Quitman Thurs. 12:30 p.m.,
Presbyterian Home

Valdosta Sunrise Thurs. 7:30 a.m.,
Kinderlou-Ravine
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For Rota-Reel corrections
or comments please contact

Kerry Morris at:
kwmorris@valdosta.edu
or call 229.245.3828.
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Today’s Program
July 29, 2009

Rotary Membership

Today our own Greg
Reid will be speaking to
the club to share the
Membership Committee’s
goals for the 2009-2010
Rotary year.

The Rotary Club of
Valdosta has set an
aggressive goal of +10
new members for our club
this year.

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS



